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He passed it over with those long words ; but no one could have any doubt 
that the " barbaric Greek " was done by the same hand as the other inscrip- 
tions. The workmanship in both cases exactly corresponded. With regard 
to the ruins, Mr. Cyril Graham had said that the Nabaioths or the 
Nabatheans inhabited the country between the time of the Amalekites and the 
monastic occupation of the country. He (Mr. Holland) firmly believed that 
the Sinaitic inscriptions were the work of the Nabatheans, and that they esta- 
blished a mining or trading colony in the peninsula, making Serbal their 
centre. The ruins on the top of Serbal were probably those of their temple. 
As to the crossing of the Israelites over the Red Sea, one gentleman had 
spoken about " the author's theory ; " but he (Mr. Holland) must declare that 
he had no theory whatever on the subject. He had read an immense number 
of theories, but he had never been able to get over the plain expression of a 
" wall of water on each side." He did not believe that any theory which had 
been raised would explain the formation of that wall of water. He would 
mention another interesting tradition, which he had heard in the peninsula, — 
the Arabs believed that the rainfall was regulated by the monks opening the 
book of Moses ; and after the flood to which he had alluded in his paper, the 
Arabs remarked that the monks had opened the book too wide. They also 
informed him that they believed that the Pacha of Egypt regulated the rise 
of the Nile by opening and shutting the Book of Miriam. Probably the con- 
nexion of the name of Miriam with this tradition, as to the overflow of the 
Nile, arose from the fact of Miriam watching over her brother Moses when he 
was laid in the flags by the river's bank. 

Mr. Kennblly explained that when he spoke of " the author's theory," he 
merely alluded to his theory of the route of the Israelites after crossing the 
Red Sea, and not to any theory as to the place or manner of the crossing. 



2. A Visit to the North-East Coast of Labrador, during the Autumn of 
1867, in H.M.S. ' Oannet.' By Commander W. Chimmo, k.n. 

The object of this voyage was to search for new fishing-grounds on 
the little-known Labrador coast, and to find harbours of refuge for 
the Newfoundland fishermen. The Gannet sailed from Halifax on 
July 31, 1867, and passed up the east coast of Nova Scotia to the 
beautiful harbour of Sydney. Hence, continuing northwards, she 
began to meet with icebergs on the 4th August, near Wreck Bay, 
in Newfoundland; the first seen was 80 feet high, perfectly white, 
except here and there streaks of ultramarine blue. Battle Harbour, 
on the coast of Labrador, was reached on the 5th. About 300 persons 
were found here engaged in the fishery ; but the ice had been un- 
usually thick this season, and only half-cargoes could be obtained. 
Passing Petty Harbour, Alexis and Gilbert .rivers, the coast was 
picturesque but bare, and, when the north-wind died away, a mirage 
arose which distorted the land into most surprising shapes. Occa- 
sional Harbour was next visited, and some interesting information 
obtained about the capelin, a delicious fish peculiar to these lati- 
tudes. During succeeding days numerous fishing-vessels and busy 
people were seen in every cove and harbour; in some harbours 
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there were as many as 1000 boats. When off Bound Island, the 
position of the most easterly point of Labrador was fixed by obser- 
vation, and the longitude as given on charts, found to be in error, by 
10" 30'" too far east. In short, the result of the survey by the Gannet 
was to prove that the whole of the coast had been erroneously placed 
by previous imperfect surveys 10 or 11 miles too far to the east- 
ward. In "Indian Tickle " Harbour, 126 cod-fish were taken by 
the officers of the ship in less than half an hour by hook and 
line, sometimes two fish by one line. The distance from " Cut- 
throat " to Webeck was found to be 44 miles ; by the chart it 
was 27. Webeck was reached on the 8th of August, and surveyed 
during the following days. From the top of the island Commander 
Chimmo counted 52 large icebergs aground in the offing. After 
completing the survey of Webeck and Indian harbours, the ship, 
on the 20th August, proceeded northwards, having embarked an 
Esquimaux pilot named John Tooktooshner. Aillik, a Hudson 
Bay settlement, was next visited, and afterwards Hopedale, where 
there is a numerous settlement of Christianised Esquimaux. On 
the 23rd of August the survey of the harbour was commenced and 
finished on the 26th, in the midst of a north westerly gale. Hope- 
dale was the limit of the voyage northwards, and further obser- 
vations of coast-line, soundings, and sailing directions were made 
in the return journey down the coast. 

The paper will be published, with a chart of the coast, in the 
' Journal,' vol. xxxviii. 
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(Printed by order of Council.) 



1. Letter to Sir Boderick I. Murchison, on a Voyage to the North-East 

Coast of Greenland. By David Gray, Esq. 
« gi B "Peterhead, 22nd February, 1868. 

" I have been much gratified by observing that the Royal Geographical 
Society has revived, with earnestness, the question of the propriety of organising 
an expedition with the view of reaching the North Pole. I think it is evident 
that the voice of the country will not permit the important geographical dis- 
coveries which such an expedition would undoubtedly effect, to be longer 
delayed ; and that after so much has been done by British seamen to acquire 
the experience and information requisite for the successful conduct of such an 
expedition, it is a point of national honour that it should not he prosecuted 
otherwise than by their energies and exertions. 

" As I am about to sail on a voyage to the Arctic Seas, and as the question 



